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Lady Natural The Bat]e

The wine memoir has become a literary genre. Some authors ” for .

use it as a way to sustain their liquid diet, though personal Ine

tales of debauchery can grow tiresome. Others use it as a mer- and L(‘)Vc

chandizing opportunity, such as Kermit Lynch, whose Adver- oR

tures on the Wine Route promorted in prose the kinds and styles HUW 1 g

of wines he promotes in his Berkeley wine store. Lynch's aved

writing is so good, in fact, that his book transcends the e UPId

genre and remains today, two decades after its initial publi- Ff‘nm

cation, one of the classics of vinous literature, Rl P’{e . "
Alice Feiring sets mock-epic goals for her own mem- “Zaﬂﬂn

oir, stated directly in the title, The Battle for Wine and Love,

or How I Saved the World from Parkerization. Feiring, who recently won a James

Beard Award for her story in the New York Times Business section on the ways in which con-
temporary winemakers manipulate their wine, does not shy away from controversy or con-
frontation. Barely five feet tall and 100 pounds, much of it contributed by a train of frizzy red
hair, Feiring is @ memoirist on a quest. Her Sancho Panza, another New Yoré Times wrirer
whom she refers to as Skinny, needles her along on the ride, mostly through the vineyards of
the Loire and Burgundy, mostly in search of a good man and a wine thac doesn’t taste manufac-
tured. All the while, she's battling the influence of her “own personal Kurtz,” Robert Parker.

Feiring wisely separates Parker the man from Parkerization, the phenomenon of winemak-
ers hoping to intuit what a critic wanes from them—and the sweer, gluey plonk they make in
obeisance. The most comedic scenes of the book result from this tiny woman demurely bat-
tling Parker, a man legendary for his size and appetites. When at a black-tie wine affair in New
York, Feiring approaches him to ask for an interview, she manages to sketch the scene with a
light rouch. Yet it resonates long after finishing the book. Whether telling tales of winemakers
or more personal anecdotes, the book explores tensions in the current wine and dating scenes—
not only regarding “natural” vs. “hyper-manipulative” winemaking, but also simpler issues like
boyfriend trouble and how to pay for the next cup of espresso, or the next flight ro France.

On the surface, the book might sound girly, a chick-lit approach to wine. Cerrainly the
cover is not designed to atcract a male readership. Bur, like Lynch, Feiring's storytelling muscle
takes the book beyond the neat genres established in the trade. This is a great read, a great per-
spective on the movement for natural winemaking—and ic's funny. —JOSHUA GREENE

The Battle for Wine and Love, or How | Saved the World from Parkerization
by Alice Feiring (Harcourt, $23)

Flying with Wine...

Recent aviation rules banning liquids in carry-on lug-
gage have made travel with wine a challenge. Here's
how to get around it: Pack your bottles in the com-
pact and soft-sided new Bottlewise bags, which
fit easily into your checked luggage and are
designed to prevent breakage. The totes hold two
bottles each and come in three different colors: bordeaux,
black and cork. $48.95 at bottlewise.com, -N.D.

..Or carrying it to dinner...

If you're looking for a practical, no-frills wine tote, consider
the new Corx wine bags. These durable polyester black
bags_came with an adjustable shoulder strap, Velcro
: able gel ice packs for chiling. A three-
s for $39.99 at corxwinebags.com. For a
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